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they were slaughtering a man who was only prevented
by the shortsightedness, folly, and moral cowardice of
his fellow-countrymen, from becoming the saviour of
his fatherland and preserving her from ultimate defeat.
The blue exercise book remained carefully hidden away
in Haguenin's writing table and the bloody juggernaut
of war rolled inexorably onwards.

Then came Germany's collapse and the struggles
over the Versailles treaty. Haguenin, who took part
in the peace negotiations, still kept in touch with his
German acquaintances. Ersberger again visited him
to ask what he thought would be the effect on Ger-
many's future if she adhered to her decision not to sign
the treaty of Versailles. Haguenin was most insistent
that the treaty had better be signed. After a stormy
discussion with Clemenceau he had ascertained that
preparations had been made to invade Germany, in
case the German representatives did not sign, and
those who hated Germany would prefer invasion to a
peaceful settlement.

After the armistice, Haguenin was one of the first
Frenchmen to set foot on German soil. He came to
Berlin nominally as head of the French trade delegation,
but in reality as the first unofficial French ambassador
after the war. He was to have been appointed official
ambassador after the resumption of diplomatic
relations, and one who was better acquainted with
Germany could scarcely have been found for the post,
but the Quai d'Orsay did not look with favour on so
unorthodox a selection.

However, he did not let the absence of official recog-
nition deter him from assuming the functions of an
ambassador. In his house on the Burggrafenstrasse,